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Help us continue to fight for justice ©

rassroots Leadership’s 30-year history of standing for justice was made possible by hun-
dreds of individual and foundation supporters. We've launched some great organizations
and won significant victories.
Our work isn't done. People of color, immigrants, the poor and the voiceless suffer at the hands
of multinational corporations ready to profit from their pain. The private prison industry is grow-

ing at an alarming rate. Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) and the GEO Group spend

millions lobbying for laws that expand their profit center — people in prison.

Staff members: back row, from left, Les Schmidt, Jay Ferguson,
LaWana Mayfield, Luissana Santibanez; front row, Bob Libal
and Tarsha Jackson

Grassroots Leadership’s success in the next 30 years depends on your continued support. Please
use the enclosed envelope to make a donation today. If you prefer, you may donate on-line at our
website, www.GrassrootsLeadership.org,

ince 1980, Grassroots Leadership has helped

build the infrastructure for a progressive
Southern movement. We've trained and supported the
leaders, organizers, organizations, networks and coali-
tions that will make long-term positive change inevitable.

www.GrassrootsLeadership.org

North Carolina Office Texas Office New Mexico Office

P.O. Box 36006 2604 E. Cesar Chavez  P.O. Box 248 Grassroots Leadership is a multi-racial team
Chatlotte, NC 28236-6006  Austin, TX 78702 Montezuma, NM 87731 of organizers who belp Southern community, la-

704-332-3090 512-499-8111 910-264-4483 bor, faith, and campus organizations think criti-

cally, work strategically and take direct action to
end social and economic oppression, gain power,
and achieve justice and equity.

Grassroots Leadership’s goal is to put an end

\ to abuses of justice and the public trust by work-

ing to abolish for-profit private prisons, jails and

detention centers and to belp establish a prison
INSIDE: o and criminal justice system that is truly humane
The latest book and CD from and just.

Si Kahn! See Page 5.

We have helped organizations become stronger so
that they can meet their own goals. We have created

Celebrate, continued on Page 4
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Executive Director Si Kahn retires after 30 years

What will I leave, what will I leave
What will I leave bebind

When I am gone, who’ll carry on
What will I leave behind

ear Friends,

On May Day 2010, nine days after my 66th
birthday, I will officially retire from Grassroots Leader-
ship, where I have worked for over 30 years.

As I go, I want to leave behind some thoughts about
what, for me and hopefully for the rest of you, makes
Grassroots Leadership such a special organization, the
lessons I have learned over these years.

Keep it real: Grassroots Leadership organizes hard-
hitting direct action campaigns that make a difference in
the lives of everyday people they can touch and feel.

Stay small: Our small size has allows us to move
quickly, to take on fights when they need to be taken on,
to make decisions when they need to be made.

Stay on the edge: Whenever another organization
is willing and able to take over a project that Grassroots
Leadership has started, or can do one of the things we do
comparably well, we should let them do it, and use our
resources to take on the issues and campaigns no one else
wants to touch.

Share credit: As a small organization, we can only
accomplish our mission if we leverage other resources.
That's why we're such good partners and coalition build-
ers. Because we always share the credit, we win more
often and more fully.

Change power and hearts: Grassroots Leadership
organizes in ways that help people become better than
they were: more humane, understanding, cooperative,
empathetic, open, democratic.

All traffic bear left: As Jim Hightower once said,
“There’s nothing in the middle of the road but a yellow
stripe and dead armadillos.” If we moved towards the
center, we could probably become a larger, better-funded
organization. We shouldn't give up who we are to try to
become what we're not.

Honor identity: We believe that race, gender, sexual
orientation and class are all central to the struggle for
justice, and we fight to keep them that way.

Be willing to fail: If you take on the really impor-
tant fights, you're going to lose at least as often you win.
We're open and honest about what goes wrong in our
work (including that sometimes the other side is just too
powerful), we learn from our mistakes and failures, and
we move on.

Photo/Nancy Pierce

Whoever pays the piper, calls the tune: We don't
accept money from sources that would compromise our
principles or our ability to do what we think is right. We
maintain enough financial independence that we can call
our own tune.

Celebrate, celebrate, celebrate: We have a culture
of celebration, and we celebrate culture, We lift up and
honor each other and the work we do together.

Thank you for all everything done with and for me
over these thirty years, and for your own work to help
make this word a more just and joyous place for every-
one.

In solidarity and friendship,
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Merk

Daniel Kirsch

Daniel R. Shulman

Daniel V. White

Danna Farabee

Dara Efron & Karen
Sukenic

Darlyne Menscer &
Farnum Gray

Dave Bellavia

David & Carole Cotton

David & Devra Borton

David & Louise Gary

David & Sandra Mat-
teson

David & Yvonne Straley

David A. Buck

David A. Child

David A. Jones

David Cadman

David Earnhardt

David Eisner

David Faulkner & J.
Ellen Gainor

David Gates & Judith
Seid

David Gespass & Kath-
leen Johnson

David Grunwald &
Ellen Wilson

David Kandel

David Kaufman &
Helmi.Pucino

David Levine & Judith
Katz

David M. Gilbert

David M. Loper

David Mann

David Miller & Ana
Da Silva

David N. Bacon

David N. Saperstein

David Newby

David Ogrin

David Ormerod

David Segaloff & Shelley
Griffith

David Smith

David Stern & Tracy
Hughes

David Tobis & Risa
Jaroslow

David Triplett

David W. Abbott

David Waldman &
Georgia Lind

David Walls

David Wean & Cynthia

abin

Dean & Linnea Smith

Dean Stevens

Debora J. Frazier

Debora Ott

Deborah & Fred Abeles

Deborah & Mark Felder

Deborah Boldt

Deborah D. Stewart

Deborah G. Roher

Deborah Granite &
Denis Murstein

Deborah L. Curley

Deborah S. Smith

Debra A. Spear

Debra A. Tyler-Horton

Debra Burger

Debra F. Schwartz

Debra G. Levy

Debra Klausner

Denise Gums

Dennis & Rebecca
Sparks

Dennis Lee & Paulette
Lewis

Dennis M. Suggs

Denys Cowan

Denys M. Candy

Derek Dingle

Diana & Grant Cottam

Diana B. Pinckney

Diane Jacobstein

Diane L. Bloom

Diane R. Thompson

Diane Redleaf

Diane St. John

Dianne Tramutola-
Lawson

Dick Goldsmith

Diedrick Snoek

Dollie M. Wilkinson

Don Bolger

Donald & Donna Keshel

Donald & Wilma
Clelland

Donald Cavellini

Donald H. Goldhamer

Donald J. Walsh

Donald T. Bashline

Donald Thacker

Donaldson Moorhead

Donna & Harold
Spencer

Donna Ann Weikert

Donna Besecker

Donna Bransford

Donna Gilliland

Donna Katzin & Allan
Altschuler

Donna Oliver

Donna Red Wing

Donna W. Sherwood

Dorie Krauss

Doris C. Tuckwiller

Doris D. Magan

Doris McLaughlin
Goldman

Dorothy & Edward
Singer

Dorothy E Weitzman

Doug Faunt

Douglas & Margaret
Christie

Douglas & Nancy
Henderson-James

Douglas E. Bartlett

Douglas W. Conway

Dr. and Mrs. Arjmand

Drew S. Days I11

Dudley Wilson

Dwight Pelz & Susan
Brunton

Earl Jackson

Earlena Climbingbear

Easter Maynard & John
Parker

Ed Abelson

Ed Friedman

Ed Williams

Edith Frank & Abraham
Kupersmith

Edith Shanker

Edmond Vail & Harriet
Peterson

Edna Oberman

Edward & Estah Blach-
man

Edward & Melissa Klein

Edward & Sara Adams

Edward G. Connette

Edward L. Fire

Edward Levy

Edward Murphy

Edward O. Haenni

Edward W. Brown

Edward Wight

Edwin J. Wallin

Eileen & Michael Franch

Eileen Hanson & Ed
Kelly

Eileen M. Donnelly

Elaine J. Fleming

Elaine Maclachlan

Elaine May

Eleanor A. Janeway

Eleanor D. Spiegel

Eleanor M. Townsend

Eleanor S. Howell

Elena Schwolsky

Elihu Rosenblatt

Elinor Wright & Victor
Troll

Elisabeth Crosby & Paul
Becker

Elisabeth Zall

Elise Witt

Elissa J. Chandler

Elizabeth & David
Champney

Elizabeth & Douglas
Chancey

Elizabeth & Joel
Rhymer

Elizabeth A. Bennett

Elizabeth A. Cohn

Elizabeth F. Gay

Elizabeth Null &
Chatles Baun

Elizabeth Shahan

Elizabeth W. Henry

Ellen & Brian Spears

Ellen & Michael
LaBarbera

Ellen Brodsky & Theo-
dore Rybeck

Ellen Garvey

Ellen Gershun & Wil-
liam Half

Ellen H. Klaver

Ellen J. Wolpert

Ellen K. Trimberger

Ellen Mass & Max

Lockwood

Ellen R. Stone

Ellen Russell Dunbar

Ellen Ryan

Ellen W. Gerber

Ellice R. Brahms

Elliot Mishler & Victo-
ria Steinitz

Elliott Andalman &
Martha Bergmark

Elly Bulkin

Eloy Rodriguez & Hel-
ena Viramontes

Elsbeth Reisen & Mark
Dyen

Elspeth Revere

Emanuel Gerard &
Edith Morrison-
Gerard

Emily Levy

Eric & Betsy Mendel-
sohn

Eric Lessinger

Eric Lotke

Erica L. Moore

Erica Shatz

Erica Udoff

Erik Christensen

Erik Larsen & Connie
Coker

Erik R. Fleming

Ernest and Mary James

Esther Delaplaine &
Stanley Cohen

Esther H. Ewing

Esther Schneider

Ethel G. Ackley

Ethel M. Sanjines

Eugene Rodriguez &
Eva Mesmer

Eva Julia Stehle

Eve Fagergren

Eve Stern

Eveat S. Jones

Evelyn & Herbert Howe

Evelyn & Marvin Rich

Evelyn Beck

Evelyn M. Hutwich

F. & Nancy Schoeps

F. Weston & Betsy
Fenhagen

Felice Yeskel & Felicia
Mednick

Felicia Eaves

Femma & Peter Rosen-
baum

Fernando Cuevas

Ferne Cogan

Fletcher S. Flynn

Flora L. Taylor

Fran S. Danis

Frances & Peter
Marcuse

Frances A. Froehlich

Frances Ansley & James
Sessions

Frances Boehm

Frances Close

Frances W. Gardner

Francesca Fordiani

Francis Calpotura &
Lori Kodama

Francis W. Burck

Frank & Jane Blechman

Frank & Nancy Moc-
caldi

Frank Hornstein &
Marcia Zimmerman

Frank Zygmunt

Frankie H. Fitch

Fred & Lois Tarter

Fred P. Brooks

Fred Feinstein & Karen
Collins

G. Cameron & Susan
Duncan

Gabrielle Davis

Gaby Gross

Gail & Ronald Tyree

Garrison Keillor

Gary & Linda Grobman

Gary & Shoni Kahn

Gary Flack

Gary Gardner & Helen
Kivnick

Gary J. Cunniff

Geila & Marty Aronson

George & Jean Mandler

George & Susanne
Sawyer

Gerald & Frances
Wilburn

Gerald W. Bone

Geraldine C. Bell

Geraldine Sumter

Gerda Lerner

Gerson Silver

Gibby Edwards

Glenn Cantor & Inge
Eriks

Gloria Green

Gloria Sayler

Gloriadine Smith

Goldy & Joseph
Criscuolo

Gordon Davies & Betsy
Brinson

Grace G. Graham

Greg Tuke

Gregory Finger

Gwendolyn J. Hampton

Gwendolyn Patton

Gwenyth Mandy &
Steven Webster

H. Susan Freireich

Halcyone & Gerald
Bohen

Hank Reisen

Hanna Fingeret

Hanna L. Kranzberg

Hannah Frisch

Hannah H. Vaughn

Hannah Loring-Davis

Happie Byers

Harmon L. Wray

Harold & Margaret
Johnson

Harriet & Rav Soloff

Harriet Barlow

Harriet G. Lerner

Harriette E. Scofield

Harry A. Taylor

Harry G. Lefever

Hayward Williams

Heather Booth

Heather D. Lee

Hedda Haning

Heidi Berkenbosch

Helen Allegrone

Helen B. Stern

Helen C. Bonnett

Helen D. Brown

Helen E. Toms

Helen Glikman

Helen Hunt

Helen M. Mandeville

Helen R. Moore

Helena Huang & Robert
Imbriano

Helena Meyer-Knapp &
Robert Knapp

Helene Guarente

Heleny Cook & Richard
Hall

Henry & Patricia Allen

Henry Kahn & Mary
Gillmor-Kahn

Herbert W. Robinson

Hilda B. Silverman

Hildur & Stephen
Gleason

Howard Friedman

Howard Learner &
Lauren Rosenthal

Howard Richmond

Howell Baum & Mad-
elyn Siegel

Hugh M. Hogan

Idalia Dorta

Ilana R. Schatz

Inez Benichasa

Ira Chernus

Ira Wasserman

Trwin & Dana Kula

Irwin Kraft

Irwin Venick

Isabel Ros

Isha Mayim

J. Tate Lanning, Jr.

J. W. Baird

J. Zunes & Nanlouise
Wolfe

J.R. Shellow

Jack & Diana Kahn

Jack L. Brummel

Jack M. Wolfson

Jacob Flowers

Jacquelin Collins

Jacqueline A. Volkmann

Jacquelyn & Walter
Kendall

Jacquelyn D. Wed-
dington

Jacquelyn Wells

Jaileah Huddleston

James & Carol Casebolt

James & Jill Greenberg

James & Willie Hol-
lowa;

James A. Riebman

James Bond

James D. Bever

James Douglas & Alex-
andra Harmon

James E. Andrews

James Evans

James K. Campbell

James Klimaski &
Katharyn Marks

James L. Weeks

James M. Templeton

James S. Byrne

Jamie Schweser

Jan M. Ivery

Jan Steever

Jane & Adam Stein
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Jane & Martin Brauer

Jane B. Burts

Jane D. Hurst

Jane Donelon

Jane E. Woodard

Jane K. Ely

Jane Wholey

Janet & Elliott Lynam

Janet Axelrod & Tim
Plenk

Janet Goldwasser &
Stuart Dowty

Janet H. Vogelzang

Janet]. Rice

Janet L. Dinsmore

Janet M. Elder

Janet Rice & Peter
Bachman

Janet Stecher

Janice & Dana Kurzweil

Janice E. Kilby

Janice M. Sterner

Janice S. Cribbs

Janice Ward

Janie M. Yett

Jaribu & Sandra Hill

Jay & Jane Gould

Jay Leipzig & Cindy
Chazan

Jean & David Brown

Jean E. Avera

Jean Eden & Lorene
Ludy

Jean Flood

Jean Gore

Jean K. Catellani

Jean M. Entine

Jean O. Cunningham

Jean Pogge

Jean Stewart

Jean W. Auburndale

Jean Weinberg

Jeanne A. Chasteen

Jeannie Baker

JeffHarbers

Jenette Kahn

Jennifer & David
Heitler-Klevans

Jennifer Ladd

Jennifer Loustau &
Daniel Williams

Jennifer Taylor

Jennifer W. Roberts &
Manley W. Roberts

Jenny Warburg

Jenya E. Cassidy

Jereanne King

Jermaine N. Lee

Jerome & Leah Bass

Jerome Hay & Judy Beck

Jerre Brimer

Jerry Gorde

Jerry Greenfield &
Elizabeth Skarie

Jessica A. Conrad

Jessica Flagg

Jessica Pollner

Jessie Cagan

Jessie Fitzgerald

Jessie Gretzinger

Jill & Ralph Norgren

Jill Standish

Jill Winegardner

Jim & Deanne Bonnar

Jim Eitel

Jim Levey & Christine
Olson

Jim Sessions

Jimie L. McBee

Jimmy & Pam Hyde

Jimmy Dedeaux

Joal & Deborah Fischer

Joan Arcari

Joan C. Henich

Joan E. Devereaux

Joan E. Fox & Jeff Kirsch

Joan E. Williams

Joan Gussow

Joan S. Tillotson

Joann E. Glittenberg

JoAnn Keenan

Joann Mar

Joanne & Thad Curtz

Joanne Delaplaine &
Joseph Davis

Joanne Lotter Gurling

Joanne Rosenthal & G.
Joshua Katz

Jody Hall & Robert Lees

Jody Steiner

Joe Garman & Alisa
Gravitz

Joe Groves

Joe Hacker

Joel B. Shifman

Joel Bluestein

Joel Edelman & Lisa
Robinson

Joel Solomon

John & Beth Lepinski

John & Evelyn Stachel

John & Hillary Benish

John & Julee Coe

John & Laura Lewis

John & Nona Lange

John & Sheila Robinson

John & Victoria Forster

John & Virginia Brien

John & Wanda Wysor

John A. Gronquist

John Ayers & Judi
Minter

John Christensen

John D. Lapham

John Ducksworth

John Dull

John Fishburn

John Gresham & Laura
Graybeal

John K. Chapman

John Kiely & Pamela
Otis

John L. Quinlan

John Levy

John M. Brown

John McCutcheon

John O’Connor

John P. Breasted

John Root, Jr.

John Ruoff & Ann
Maletic

John Scardina

John Steiner

John Sweet

John T. Williams

Jolene Unsoeld

Jon & Rosalyn Darling

Jon Singleton

Jonathan & Jean Patz

Jonathan B. Robison

Jonathan Rosenthal &
Ora Grodsky

Jonathan S. Sellman

Jonathan Sundell

Joseph & Jane Barabe

Joseph & Mary Ban-
iszewski

Joseph A. Davis

Joseph D. Hammon, Jr.

Joseph F. Jordan

Joseph Feinglass &
Mardi Klevs:

Joseph Richey & Anne
Becher

Joseph W, Vitosky

Joseph Wiehagen

Joseph& Elizabeth
Vogler

Joshua Mailman

Joy & Charles Hopkins

Joyce D. Strommen

Joyce E. Reilly

Joyce L. Cornett

Judith & David
Woodruff

Judith A. Barlas

Judith A. Summersby

Judith C. Hicks

Judith DeMaris Hearn

Judich E. Baker

Judith Felsten

Judith Gluckman

Judith K. Friedman

Judith N. Herr

Judith Treible

Judith White

Judy Helfand

Judy Karasik

Julee Glaub

Jules Bernstein & Linda
Lipsett

Juli A. Richardson

Julia Melyiu

Julianna Greer

Julianna Shaull & Eric
Howland

Julianne & Benjamin

ow

Julie & Stanley Dodd

Julie F. Blain

Julie Weisberg & Nina
Regevik

Juliet S. Huang

June Blotnick & Douglas
Sea

June M. White

June Rostan

June Zaccone

K. Dow & Catherine
Scott

Karen B. Gruber

Karen Belsey & Kevin
Hillery

Karen Billings Suther-
lan

Karen Carr

Karen Conner

Karen Kisslinger &
Robert Dweck

Karen L. Miyares

Karen Newman

Karen Singleton

Karen Tyler

Karen V. Dorton

Karen Zelermeyer

Karin L. Hammer-
Williamson

Karl & Susan Frieden

Karl S. Gutknecht

Karl Van Harn &
Joanna Bailey

Karlene R. Schowalter

Kate Boverman

Kate H. Gorman

Kate Shore

Katharing W. Rylaars-
dam

Kathe Sue Merritt

Katherine & Charles
Hunt

Katherine & Roger
Collis

Katherine A. Ozer

Katherine Acey

Katherine Bell &
Thomas Blackburn

Katherine Gross

Kathie deNobriga

Kathleen A. Rogers

Kathleen M. Shevlin

Kathleen Marie Smith

Kathleen Mavournin &
R. Richmond

Kathleen McElroy &
David Newby

Kathleen Pruitt & Mark
Collins

Kathleen S. Brueger

Kathryn Mulvey

Kathy & David Crowe

Kathy A. McCallister

Kathy Nunemaker

Kathy Partridge

Kathy Widmer & M.
Zimmerman

Katie B. Foster

Kelle Louaillier

Kelley Alexander

Ken & Margaret Meyer

Ken Freedman & Linda
Lieb

Kenneth & Katherine
Mountcastle

Kenneth A. McClane

Kenneth Boff & Joy
Carter

Kenneth Dalsheimer &
Mary Dugan

Kenneth Kopczynski &
Penelope Kirby

Kenneth R. Magnell

Kenneth Regal & Judith
Ruszkowski

Kenneth Schorr

Kent A. Holcomb

Kent A. Leslie

Kevin Murray & Ellen
Coletti

Kevin P. Hogan

Kevin Whelan

Kim Fellner & Alec
Dubro

Kim Sadler

Krag Unsoeld

Kristina A. Roehling

Kruti Parekh

Lamont Holley

Larry Cohen

LarryJ. Young

Lars & Kirsten Hansen

Latisha Latiker

Laughlin & Patricia
McDonald

Laura Derman & Lee
Teitel

Laura Drey

Laura Foner & David
Weinstein

Laura Gordon

Laura]. Gold

Laura M, Dees

Laura Visitacion-Lewis

Laureen Lazarovici

Laurence Locke

Laurie Emrich & Gael
Murphy

Laurie L. Satter

Lawana S. Mayfield

Lawrence Bailis & Susan
Shevitz

Lawrence Kleinman

Lawrence Sorkin &
Brenda Mountjoy-
Sorkin

Leah Dreger

Leah Halper

Leah Sherman

Lee Cranberg & Sharon
Flashman

Lee Tockman

Donors, continued on Page 11

Introducing Donna Red Wing, Grassroots Leadership’s

Executive Director

ocial justice has been a defining thread through-

out Donna Red Wing’s work. Whether work-
ing with abused children or working towards equity for
LGBT persons or defending religious liberty, Donna is
at her core, an activist and an organizer. Before join-
ing Grassroots Leadership, she was Chief of Staff of the
Interfaith Alliance where she designed the First Freedom
First campaign, and created the Green Paper Project on
LGBT equality and religious freedom.

Grassroots Leadership continues to show
America the impact and the joy of organizing. 1
am extraordinarily proud to be the next Execu-
tive Director of this amazing organization. I look
forward to working with the staff and the Board
of Directors as together we take Grassroots Lead-
ership into a new decade of learning and teach-
ing, and understanding the astonishing power of
people who care and who organize.

— Donna Red Wing

Donna was the Policy Director at the Gill Founda-
tion until April 2003, where she managed several initia-
tives including the National Faith Leadership Project,
which brought together national mainline faith leaders
around the intersections of faith, politics and sexual
orientation, and the National Research Project which
gauged public attitudes towards gay and lesbian Ameri-
cans.

Donna served as the National Field Director for the
Human Rights Campaign from 1996 to 1999, where she
managed an advocacy network of tens of thousands of
members. Her staff of field representatives worked in all
fifty states. She served as a Board member of the Millen-
nium March on Washington. Donna was the National
Field Director for the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation from 1993 to 1996, assisting GLAAD as
it moved from a loose federation of local media watch
groups to a national organization with media advocacy
networks across the country. She was Executive Direc-
tor of the Lesbian Community Project, in Portland,
Oregon, from 1989 until 1993 and worked against Ballot
Measure 9, earning both the “Woman of the Year” award
from the Advocate Magazine and the moniker, “the most
dangerous woman in Oregon,” from the radical right. In
2004 Des Moines Register columnist Rob Borsellino
wrote that she had been called the “Most Dangerous
Woman in America” by the Christian Coalition.

Donna brings extensive knowledge of Grassroots
Leadership’s history and vision. She served on the
Grassroots Leadership Board of Directors from 2006
to 2009, led the Board’s Development Committee, and
served as Board Co-Chair.

At almost 9000 feet, my bome in the moun-
tains of Colorado is also the home of mountain
lions, bears and elk. While I cherish the time I
spend traveling and meeting with people: orga-
nizers, activists, advocates and donors, it is in
Evergreen that I do my best thinking and my
best living. My partner, Sumitra, and I love to
kayak, albeit “old lady lake” kayaking. We walk
our dogs, Doc Watson and Cinnamon, through
the meadows and biking paths. And we enjoy the
sensibilities of this small western mountain town.

I bake bread, make yogurt, create killer
scones and never buy a food item that has more
than five ingredients or that bas even one ingredi-
ent I cannot pronounce. It is almost impossible
to grow vegetables on our hard-scrabble sloping
side of the mountain so, we buy local produce
when we can.

I suppose that we try to live a life that is the
antithesis of violence; a quiet life of joy and ap-
preciation, of inclusion and wonder, rich morn-
ing coffee, great dogs and fabulous friends. It is a

good life.
@_—K\\v\



Celebrating Grassroots Leadership past and future

I:E- .. i 1 B

-‘f\ Wiy 2,67
‘h LLLLRAL
i‘ghum ad "o ey

DA

CPLL
Four Biien

.;:}:3
MSJ‘,l ELT '&‘
S o

Orth caroling
FAIR SHARE

Noedh Cosolon Ralepagne
Lt

North Carolina Fair Share is one of the many organizations
birthed by Grassroots Leadership

Celebrate, continued from Page 1

and supported new organizations to address community
needs. We have also provided strategic space for South-
ern activists to work together on common issues and
campaigns.

Grassroots Leadership is an invaluable leader
in social justice work. Staff generously share their
expertise and support leadership development
within the community. They are leaders in belp-
ing the movement grow stronger.

— Andrea Black, Network Coordinator
Detention Watch Network

Grassroots Leadership's most valuable resource is
its staff. Most of the staff members are “minority.” They
know from the experience of their own lives what life is
really like for working people, for women, for lesbians
and gay men, for African-Americans, for other people of
color, for immigrants, for combinations of all these.

Grassroots Leadership’s unwavering com-
mitment to amplifying the voices of those who
are frequently unbeard bas been an important
contribution to democracy in North Carolina
and throughout the South. Your commitment to
equity and social justice across lines of race, gen-
der and ethnicity bas been an inspiration. Your
contribution of music, fellowship and laughter bas
been a gift.

Thank you.

— Leslie J. Winner, Executive Director

Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation

Grassroots Leadership’s staff brings the strength
and power of their diverse communities, experiences and
beliefs to the organization. We don't just talk the talk,
weve walked the walk. When we join a community, we
have firsthand knowledge of people’s challenges, hopes
and fears. This understanding helps us create a feeling
of collaboration and trust as we developing strategies for
change.

We're proud of our 30 years of standing for justice
and look forward to fighting the good fight for the next
30 years.

Special thanks

Grassroots Leadership would like to give special
thanks to CrossCurrents, a2 new foundation that works
at the intersection of art and social justice, for helping
support the Standing for Justice 1980-2040 national
tour. CrossCurrents instigates collaborations with oth-
er funders and artists who are organizing to strengthen
our democracy.

We recognize the power of the arts in transforming
society.

Thank you!

hank you to the following people who have
supported Grassroots Leadership with

donations over the last 30 years.

We hope you will

find your name among our supporters and we invite
you to become a supporter for Grassroots Leader-
ship’s next 30 years.
This list was compiled as of December 1, 2009.

If you are a new donor, we look forward to including
your name on future lists of supporters. Apologies in
advance if you have been a Grassroots Leadership
donor and your name is missing or misspelled. Please
email csawyer@grassrootsleadership.org with correc-

tions.

Albert C. Watts, Jr.

A.B. Cochran ITI

Aaron & Della Belansky

Aaron Edison

Abdi Soltani

Abigail Cohn & Wilson
Manik

Adelaide Gomer

Adriana Santos

Adrianne B. Dixon

Adrienne R. Taylor

Al Cholger

Al Gerhardstein

Alan & Susan Solomont

Alan Leon

Alan Rosenberg

Alan Shusterman

Albert and Susan Wells

Albert S. Woodard

Alden & Leslie Adkins

Alexander & Margaret
Skinner

Alexis Mazon

Alfred Ward

Alfreda Barringer

Alice B. Caldwell

Alice Rosenthal

Alicia M. Flinn

Alison Gottlieb

Allan & Gwendolyn Kaye

Allegra P. McManus

Allen Bromberger

Allyson Sipple & Daniel
Stewart

AlmaR. Poirier

Amanda Clark

AmandaJ. Ayers

Amelie L. Ratliff

Amy & Miles Epstein

Amy Karn Turner

Amy Merrill

Amy Pear|

Amy S. Tinkle

Amy Wagner

Ana C. Da Silva

AnaT. Villa

Andrea & Alan Rabinowitz

Andrea A. Costello

Andrew & Florence English

Andrew & Margaret Kamarck

Andrew A. Robinson

Andrew Berman & Teresa
Burke

Andy Loving & Susan Taylor

Angela Beck

Angela L. Dozier

Angela Wessels

Angelia Stradford

Anita & Michael Cunningham

Anita Altman & Gil Kulick

Anita M. Garrett

Anjali Fleury

Ann & Bill Fisher

Ann Beaudry

Ann Grodzins-Gold & Daniel
Gold

Ann L. Lawrence

Ann M. Francis

Ann Rosewater

Ann S. Frisch

Ann & Fred Seidl

Ann Sink

Ann W. Gael

Ann White

Anna Walton

Anne Feeney

Anne Furstenberg

Anne J. Rosenzweig

Anne L. Pink

Anne M. Bacon

Anne Slepian & Christopher
Mogil

Anne W. Ellsworth

Annette & David Green

Annette Ensley

Annette W. Dickerson

Annie McDaniel

Anthony & Elaine McCann

Anthony Lewis

Anthony Tindall

AraCruz

Arlene & Jeffrey Nichols

Arnall Patz

Arthur & Susan Lloyd

Arthur Milholland

Asma Barlas

Asta & Chris Hansen-Nelson

Avi Peterson

Barbara & Graham Dean

Barbara & Kenneth Neuberger

Barbara & Richard Binder

Barbara A. Bitters

Barbara A. Crain

Barbara B. Birge

Barbara B. Birkhead

Barbara Bowen

Barbara Brown

Barbara C. Meyer

Barbara Crapster-Pregont

Barbara Dane

Barbara Dobkin

Barbara Dumesnil

Barbara Futter

Barbara Gay Stoddard

Barbara H. Herson

Barbara Israel & Richard
Pipan

Barbara] Griesbach

Barbara Jennings

Barbara Joye

Barbara Kane

Barbara Manners

Barbara Nicholson

Barbara P. & Whit Connah

Barbara Spector

Barry & Karen Barkow

Becky Sarah

Benita Kline

Benjamin A. Gitterman

Benjamin Cowen

Benjamin M. Ben-Baruch

Bernard Offerman & Janice
Valder Offerman

Bernard T. Rocca IIT

Bertram and Sybil Barco

Beth Knowles

Beth Shulman

Betsy Bilger

Betsy Fairbanks

Bette L. Steinmuller

Betty B. Hansel

Betty Dayron

Betty F. Williams

Betty Garman Robinson

Betty L. Wolfe

Betty Levinson

Bettye & Anne Meier

Beverly Guy-Sheftall

Beverly J. Aurand

Beverly J. Clark

Beverly Thomas

Bill Dittenhofer ITI

Bill Patz & Erin Fairley

Billy Wimsatt

Blanca Raygoza

Bob Cohen & Kathy Abate

Bob Lucas

Bonner J. McAllester

Bonnie Acker & John Davis

Bonnie Goldschmidt

Bonnie Mitchell

Brad Lander & Meg Barnette

Brenda L. Smith

Brenda M. Collier

Brenda R. Scott

Brenneman & Karen
Thompson

Brent S. Hall

Brett Nair

Brian Higgins

Bruce & Fredda Vladeck

Bruce & Mary Hall

Bruce & Sara Tucker

Bruce Colburn

Bruce Gagnon & Mary
Sullivan

Bryan Hirsch

C. David Cook

C.E. Frenow

C. F. Muckenfuss & A.
Lancaster

Calvin L. Streeter

Calvin Zon & Laurel Blaydes

Camille Tischler & William
Kellner

Carl & Beth Apter
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Grassroots Leadership gratefully acknowledges the
following foundations and organizations for their
support over the past 30 years.

A.J. Muste Memorial
Institute

Adrian Dominican
Generalate

AFL-CIO

Agricultural Education
Foundation

Akonadi Foundation

Albert A. List Founda-
tion

Allegany Franciscan
Foundation

Amalgamated Transit
Union Local 732

American Federation
of State, County and
Municipal Employees
(AFSCME)

American Federation of
Government Employ-
ees (AFGE)

Andrus Family Fund

Atlanta Labor Council

Boehm Foundation

Boston Foundation

Butler Family Fund

Bydale Foundation

Cark and Beth Apter
Family Foundation

Catholic Campaign for
Human Develop-
ment

Catholic Committee of
the South

Center for Community
Self Help

Common Counsel
Foundation

Communication
Workers of America
(CWA)

Community Founda-
tion for the National
Capital Region

Community Foundation
of Western North
Carolina

CrossCurrents Founda-
tion

Diana Bonnor Lewis
Foundation

Dolphin Foundation

Echoing Green

Ford Foundation

Foundation for the Mid
South

Fund for Nonviolence

Fund for Southern
Communities

Funding Exchange

Generoso Pope Founda-
tion

Global Ministries - The
United Methodist
Church

Good Jobs First
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Grier Heights Econom-
ic Foundation

Grousbeck Family
Foundation

Hidden Valley Com-
munity Development
Corporation

Highlander Research
and Education
Center

International Union
of Bricklayers and
Allied Craftworkers
(BAC)

Jewish Community
Action

Jewish Organizing
Initiative

Jobs with Justice

Leonard Rumpler Foun-
dation

Mary Reynolds Babcock
Foundation

Maverick Lloyd Foun-
dation

Michael and Alice Kuhn
Foundation

Mississippi AFL-CIO

Mississippi Alliance of
State Employees

Mississippi Alliance of
State Employees/
Communications
Workers of America
Local 3570

Ms. Foundation

Mt. Tabor Benedictines

Nathan Cummings
Foundation

National Asssociation
for Multicultural
Education

Needmor Fund

New Society Fund

New World Foundation

Norman Foundation

Normandie Foundation

North Carolina Ma-
chinists Council

North Carolina State
AFL-CIO

North Star Fund

Ohio Justice and Policy
Center

Open Society Institute

Out Charlotte

Peace Development
Fund

Presbyterian Church
USA

Prison Reform Advo-
cacy Center

Pro-Choice Resource
Center

Project South

Public Welfare Founda-
tion

Reciprocity Foundation

Resist

Rose and Sherle Wag-
ner Foundation

Rubblestone Founda-
tion

Sapelo Foundation

Service Employees
International Union
(SEIU)

Service Employees
International Union
(SEIU) Local 1985

Shefa Fund

Sheilah’s Fund

Singing for Change
Charitable Founda-
tion

Southern Education
Foundation

Southern Partners Fund

Southern Rural Devel-
opment Initiative

St. Francis Episcopal
Church

St. Jude’s Metropolitan
Community Church

Stern Family Fund

Tennessee State Em-
ployees Association
(TSEA)

The Community
Foundation for the
National Capital
Region

Tides Foundation

Tidewater Jewish Foun-
dation

Unitarian Universalist
Association

Unitarian Universalist
Veatch Program at
Shelter Rock

United Food and Com-
mercial Workers
Union (UFCW)

Vanguard Public Foun-
dation

W. K. Kellogg Founda-
tion

Wendling Foundation

West Virginia Univer-
sity Foundation

Wexner Foundation

Wheeling Jesuit Uni-
versity

White Birch Founda-
tion

Women of Reform
Judaism

Woodbury Fund

Z. Smith Reynolds

Foundation



Building Bridges, Building Coalitions

rassroots Leadership’s staff are community orga-

nizers. Whether they're in Texas, North Caroli-

na, West Virginia, or New Mexico, they work with those
most directly affected by the privatized prison industry,
oppressive immigration policies, and the barriers of race,
gender, sexual orientation, and class.

Grassroots Leadership seeks to build alliances, open
communications, and increase mutual understanding
among African American and immigrant communities.

Mass incarceration devastates both the African
American and immigrant communities. Strengthening
alliances between Black and Brown communities will
create a united voice to address shared problems. Joining
together, the Black and Brown communities can

Ending Injustices in
Immigration

ueled by private prison industry profits, the im-
migrant detention system in the U.S. has grown
dramatically. Immigrant families are ripped apart when
a long-time resident parent is detained for long peri-
ods of time. Immigrants and asylum seekers can spend
months or years in detention waiting for their cases to be
resolved.

For a U.S. Citizen, a simple trafhic stop usually
means a ticket or trip to the local jail. For an immigrant,
it can mean deportation. We are organizing in Texas,
North Carolina and nationally to end ICE-local law
enforcement collaborations like the notorious 287(g)
program and new “Secure Communities” programs.

address the legacy of discrimination and the impact of
over incarceration on all people of color as well as all poor

and working people.

Kudos to Grassroots Leadership for thirty
plus years of brilliant, sustained, and strategic
organizing for social and economic justice. And
many thanks for all that you have taught me about
political education: speaking truth to power, stay-
ing the course, and the incendiary joy of solidarity!

— Chandra Talpade Mohanty
Professor and Chair, Department of
Women’s and Gender Studies,
Syracuse University
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Celebrating unsung heroes

ourage, Si Kahn’s latest CD, celebrates the

struggles of unsung heroes, immigrants, work-
ers, and people seeking justice. Grammy Award winner
Kathy Mattea adds her voice in harmony with Si’s in

Courage.

Immigration laws like 287(g) rip families apart.

Board of Directors
Pete Tepley, Chair

Sara Evans, Program Committee Chair

Jacob Flowers, Finance Committee Chair

Leslie Hill, Personnel Committee Chair

Mafruza Khan, Development Committee Chair
Millard “Mitty” Owens, Transition Committee Chair
Tawana Wilson-Allen

Joseph Jordan

Nicole Porter

Megan Quattlebaum

June Rostan

Silky Shah

Staff

Donna Red Wing, Executive
Director

Charlotte Office

Si Kahn, Executive Director
Emeritus

Marianna Dorta, Director of
Finance & Administration

LaWana Mayfield, Mecklenburg
Justice Project Coordinator

Les Schmidt, Keeping Faith
Coordinator

Carol Sawyer, Communications
Consultant

Alfreda Barringer, Senior
Consultant

Texas Office

Bob Libal, Texas Campaign
Coordinator

Tarsha Jackson, Community
Organizer, Houston
Community Project

Luissana Santibaiiez,
Texas Organizer

Nick Hudson, Research Intern

Sarah Carswell, MSW Intern

New Mexico Office
Naomi Swinton, Director of
Development and Programs

Si Kabn is an organizer, and an activist.
He’s also a poet, a songwriter, a preservation-
ist, a bistorian, a documentarian in song. He’s a
stark realist, and simultaneously an unflinching
optimist. Ihe tender reverence be holds for the
people whose struggles be bas facilitated spills
over into his songwriting, keeping their stories
alive, connecting us to them—and ultimately,
ourselves.

This record is like a great meal, or an epic
movie, It satisfies on so many levels. There are
moments of light and gentle humor, wry wit,
soul-searching and questioning, deep longing and
poetic lyricism. Musically, the performances
sparkle, the acoustic instruments are hooky and
add interest, but never overpower the lyric and
spirit of the songs.

Si bas done a difficult thing bere: with ease
and grace, be’s told a beroic story by looking
through small windows into the lives of everyday
people. People like you and me, or maybe our
family members, our ancestors or our children.

This is a record about what sustains the bu-
man beart—the big and small moments that keep
us going when things get bard, that keep us con-
nected to the bigger story, and our own bistory,
and each other.

— Kathy Mattea, Courage liner notes

Guide to creative
community organizing

i Kahn’s Creative Community Organizing:
A Guide for Rabble-Rousers, Activists, and

Quiet Lovers of Justice is a different kind of commu-
nity organizing book. It describes many of the practical
tactics organizers use, as do other books on the topic,
including several by Si himself. But it’s also about com-
munity organizing as a way of thinking, and a way of life.

The stories Si tells are entertaining, funny, sad, and
inspiring. But they’re more than that—they're examples
of creative commu-
nity organizing in
action. Like the sec-
ular rabbi he calls
himself, he lays out
the specific lessons
each tale is meant
to teach—not
only strategies and
tactics, but advice
on how to deal on a
personal level with
the demands of a
difficult but vitally
important job.

Creative Com-
munity Organizing
will not only help
veteran organizers
become more cre-
ative and innovative, it will encourage them to question
established principles, and decide whether or not they
still make sense.

Those new to the field will discover new and differ-
ent ways of looking at the world. They’ll gain a sense
of empowerment, a deep belief that things don't have to
be the way they are, that the world can be more fair and
humane—and that they themselves can work and live in

ways that help make all that happen.
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A signed book and CD are yours with a $100
donation (feel free to send more) to Grassroots
Leadership.

Be sure to include a note requesting a book and
CD with your donation. If you donate online, click on
the email us link at the bottom of the donation page
to request your signed book and CD.

www.GrassrootsLeadership.org



Victories

Stopping, Shrinking, Shutting
For-Profit Prisons

n Mecklenburg County, North Carolina

(Charlotte), our campaign coalition blocked
construction of a proposed 1,500-bed immigrant
detention center. When ICE attempted to build it in
adjacent Gaston County, we stopped that effort as well.

The activists at Grassroots Leadership are
going to do whatever it takes to stop the con-
struction of the detention center. It is good to
know that we are not alone.

— Rafael Prieto Zartha,
Publisher & Editor, Mi Gente, Charlotte

In Shelby County, Tennessee (Memphis), we
organized community pressure that persuaded the
County Council to reject proposals by CCA and the
GEO Group, the country’s two largest for-profit private
prison corporations to build what would have been a

5,500 bed private for-profit jail.

Grassroots Leadership bas made an in-
credible difference for the people of Mempbhis.
Without their self-less dedication to justice we
would be home to the largest private prison in
the United States. I can speak for bundreds in
our community when I say thank you for your
commitment to justice, and personally, thanks
to Si for bis consistent and effective leadership
on so many issues.
In Peace,
— Jacob Flowers, Director
Mid-South Peace and Justice Center

In Laredo, the U.S. Marshals Service was
forced to cut in half the size of what would have oth-
erwise been the country’s largest immigrant detention
center.

In response to our campaign, Mississippi Gov-
ernor Ronnie Musgrove closed CCA's Delta Correc-
tional Facility, one of the first instances of a for-profit
private prison actually being shut down because of
organized community pressure. It remained closed for
two years until Haley Barbour, former head of the Re-
publican National Committee, was elected Governor
and re-opened it.

Percentage of state and federal prisoners in private
facilities, by jurisdiction, December 31, 2008
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A Decade of Victories

Ten years ago, Grassroots Leadership convened a
meeting in North Carolina to launch a national cam-
paign to abolish all for-profit private prisons, jails and de-
tention centers. ThirtY‘two people representing commu-
nity, faith, philanthropic, labor, student, prison activist,
research and policy organizations came together to plan.

For those of us who are prison and criminal justice
activists, the problems we face can sometimes seem
overwhelming. It's worth pausing at relevant moments
— such as the 10th anniversary of that meeting — to
celebrate, not just our victories, but the people and
organizations who help make the work worthwhile and
rewarding.

For an organization with a very small paid staff,
Grassroots Leadership has chalked up an impressive list
of victories. We share credit with our many partners and
allies. Grassroots Leadership never does anything alone;
we're effective and often successful precisely because
we're coalition builders.

Divesting in Prisons

With pressure from students supported by Grass-
roots Leadership, the French multi-national food service
corporation Sodexho Alliance (used by many colleges
and universities) divested its approximately eight percent
share in CCA and withdrew its representative from the
CCA board of directors.

In a campaign initiated by Yale graduate students,
which was then at their request taken national by Grass-
roots Leadership, Farallon Capital Management, LLC,

a hedge fund that manages many college and university
endowment investments, divested from CCA.

No More Babies Behind Bars

n August 2009, the Obama administration an-

nounced the end of family detention at Hutto.
The past three years have seen thousands of people
participate in dozens of Hutto vigils, two great docu-
mentary films on family detention, major media scrutiny,
a landmark lawsuit settlement, over 74,000 petition-
signers, and the organizing of students, immigrant rights
advocates, faith activists, and everyday people around the
country to end family detention.

Grassroots Leadership is a powerful catalyst
for change in Texas. They led the TUFF Co-
alition, coordinating the activism targeting the
T. Don Hutto Family Detention Facility. As
a result of this activism and the litigation that
grew out of it, the Hutto facility was closed by the
Obama Administration in September 2009.
Their leadership bas played an indispensible
role in pushing back against the expansion of the
prison and jail infrastructure in Texas. In late
2007 we received a call about a proposed private,
faith-based contract prison facility in East Texas.
Grassroots Leadership belped coach a local activ-
ist how to cultivate local
opposition to the project,
which was proposing in-
stitutionalizing the role
. of one local church as the
sole theological service
provider in the private
prison facility. With
the advice of Grassroots
Leadership, the local
activist successfully
organized bundreds of
local residents to op-
pose the facility as a poor
choice for the small city.
It bas been a joy to work in coalition with
Grassroots Leadership and we bope to continue
to have the pleasure for years to come.
— Rebecca Bernhardt, Policy Director,

ACLU of Texas

Despite the stunning Hutto victory, immigrant
family detention itself has not yet been abolished. Some
families will still be detained at the public facility in
Berks County, Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia. It's
possible that other similar contract sites, both public and
private, will be established.

We remain vigilant.

Grassroots Leadership
helped close Hutto.

Grassroots Leadership Board, staff, and friends protest outside
of the T. Don Hutto family detention facility.

Manual for Stopping Private
Prisons

Considering a Private Jail, Prison or Detention

Center? A Resource Packet for Community
Members and Public Officials

or profit private prison corporations entice

economically struggling communities into
contracts for prisons, jails, and detention centers with
false promises of jobs and economic growth. Companies
like Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) and the
GEO Group make money from every prison bed. From
their perspective, recidivism is just good business.

Grassroots Leadership’s updated Resource Packet

analyzes the economic impact of private prisons on Texas
communities, offers alternatives to prison expansion,
and compares the safety and conditions at private and
government run prisons. This report and other publica-
tions are available for download on our website, www.
GrassrootsLeadership.org,

Grassroots Leadership not only pioneered
a unique style of effective community activism
against private prisons in the USA, it remains
the only organization in the world offering such
resistance on an ongoing basis.
— Stephen Nathan, Editor, Prison
Privatisation Report International, London



