The law as a
tool for change

Raised in the traditions of the
Xhosa tribe, Melson Mandela
rade the most of lmited

sehool appartunities for blacks.

He became the first South
African-educated black lawyer.
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NELSCRN MANDELA, SPEECH AT SENTENCING, T3

From prisoner
to president

At his 1963 sentencing, Nelson
Mandela spoke eloguently of his

faith in democracy. During 27
years in prison, he emerged as

the ANC’s most respected voice,

Enduring brutal mistreatment, he

never wavered in insisting that
Apartheid must end, that
government must include the
black majority = and that the
white minority must have a
role in government, as well,

When Apartheid finally began
to crumble, it would be
Mandela who stepped forward
to lead.

Non-violent
confrontation

Mandela joined the Youth
League of the African Mational
Congress and led nonwviolent
confrontations with the

government during the 1950s,

Moving to
violent action

After many years of peaceful
protest, Mandela organized a
wing of the ANG (*Umkonto we
Sizwe” - “Spear of the Nation™)
which sabotaged government

property and planned violent
action. For that he was
sentenced to life in prison in
1963.

He was jailed for supporting
the 1955 Freedom Charter.
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